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Stephen DeCotis, Principal           Marie Rumble-Wise, Asst. Principal 

12/02 – Fall Picture Retakes 

12.08 – CPST Meeting 

11.05 – PTA Garage Sale 

12.13 – SAC Meeting (5:00pm) 

12.13 – PTA Meeting (5:30pm) 

12.15 – Class Pictures 

12.15   - CPST Meeting 

12.21  – Holiday  
Show/Science Fair  
 
12.22 – CPST Meeting 

12.26 – 01.06 –Winter Break 

01.09  - School Resumes 

01.10 – SAC Meeting (5:00pm) 

01.10 – PTA Meeting (5:30pm) 

01.12 – Early Release Day 

01.12 – CPST Meeting 

01.12 – Teacher Planning Day 

01.16 – No School  

01.19 – CPST Meeting 

01/26 CPST Meeting 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Rock Island Families, 
 
I am excited about the direction of our school!  We have many remarkable things 
happening and to be thankful for.  We also have much to work to do and room for 
improvement.  Here are some of the great things that are going on that you may not be 
aware of: 

• We now have a 1 to 1 student to laptop ratio in grades 3-5 
• We also have tablets and computer stations available for our K-2 

students 
• We offer Engineering is Elementary and Computer Science 
• After school tutoring is ongoing for targeted students and will be 

opened again in January for additional students to participate as 
well 

• Our WATCH D.O.G. initiative has resulted in a steady stream of male 
figures in our school to serve as role models for our students. 

• We have a “Boys to Men” and a “Young Ladies of Distinction” club 
to help our young people meet goal for success 

• Professional development for our teachers is ongoing and is 
providing them the tools to best help our students succeed 
 

While these are only a small sample of the great things happening, they also provide an 
example of the promise and potential our school has to do great things this year.  Our 
goal this year is to reach a “B” status in the State’s Accountability System.  I am confident 
we can reach this goal if all stakeholders keep in mind that with a positive attitude and 
exceptional effort our performance will take care of itself, or (PA+E=P).  This simple 
formula is the school’s focus this year, but also serves as a timeless lesson for all when 
striving for accomplishment. 
 
Lastly, let me take this opportunity to invite all of our families out on December 21st 
from 6PM to 8PM for our Science Showcase and Holiday Show.  We look forward to 
showing off our student work, dazzling you with a hard practiced performance and 
spending time with all of our families.  See you there! 
 
As always, please know that my staff and I our here to answer any questions or concerns 
you may have, to listen to ideas for improvement and most of all to service you and your 
child.  
Seasons Greetings, 
Stephen DeCotis, Principal 
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The Kindergarten team wishes all our families Happy 
Holidays and a Healthy New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
~  Mrs. Cruz, Ms. Noel, Ms. Porter, Mrs. Simpson, 
Mrs. Dennis 
 
 

	
		
December is another busy month in First Grade. 
Our topics of study and activities will be reading, 
math, science and social studies. We will continue 
to read non-fiction books and focus on text 
features.   We will also review main idea and 
details in stories. Please continue to read nightly 
with your child. When he/she is finished reading a 
story have him/her retell the story to you using as 
many details as possible from beginning to end. 
The students will be starting a Reading Log in 
December. Your child’s teacher will be sending 
more details. 
In Math this month we will be working on different 
ways to subtract. Help your child to do various 
activities that involve subtraction.  
Science lessons will be about gravity. Students will 
be asked to do some of these projects at home. 
Thank you so much for all you support. 

HAVE A WONDERFUL DECEMBER! 

 
 
 
 
	
A major shout out to all our wonderful parents that 
showed up to our Honor Roll Assembly! We 
appreciate you deeply. We will be assessing students 
reading level in the upcoming weeks so please ensure 
students are in school. Please remember to schedule a 
conference with your child teacher to stay up to date 
with how your child is doing. Lastly, with winter 
break approaching please make sure students are 
reading for at least 20-30 minutes each night to build 
on their reading levels.  
- The Second Grade Team 
 

	
	
	
	

The Awesome Third Graders at Rock Island 
Elementary are learning how to multiply and 
divide using various strategies to solve word 
problems. Parents, play fun games with her child to 
encourage them to learn these very important facts. 
Another fun way for your child to master his or her 
facts is to play multiplication games on Reflex 
Math. 
Do you know that your child has a private tutor? 
Your child can access his or her private tutor by 
logging on to I-ready for reading and math, daily, 
to help them master and practice the concepts and 
skills that they are learning. 
We, as teachers and parents, have high 
expectations for our students to achieve. Inspire 
your child to set goals and do their very best! 
- The Third Grade Team 
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Happy Holidays from the 4th grade team! As we 
sail through quarter 2 and approach the winter 
break and FSA testing; it’s important to reminder 
our students of good work ethic and behavior. You 
may or may not have received an Interim regarding 
your child’s academics and behavior. If you did 
received one, it should have been signed and 
returned to your child’s teacher. Communication 
works both ways; please reach out to your child’s 
teacher whenever you have questions or concerns. 
Also if you have changed your contact information 
please communicate that with Rock Island. 
The Fourth Grade Team 
 
 

	

	
The 5th Grade Team wishes all our families Happy 
Holidays and a Healthy New Year! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
~ Ms. Brown, Ms. Mckie, Ms. Fuller, Ms. Rhaney, 
Ms. Gale 
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CONNECT WITH US 

 
Rock Island  
Elementary 

@RIE ROCKETS 

Christmas Store 
The Christmas Store will be open during the month of 
December. Students will be able to shop for small gifts 
during the school day. Prices range from $0.50-$20.00. 
 
 

Spirit Shirts 
Spirit Shirts are still on sale! Cost: YS-AdultXL- $10, 
XXL-4XL - $12  

Rock Island Elementary raised a 

total of $380! A HUGE thanks 

to all who donated. The 

students awarded for raising the 

most monies are: 

A. Thomas (Ms. Smart’s Class)   $100 .00          

I. Vickers (Ms. Cruz’ Class)  $75.00 

Prizes will be delivered within the next few weeks. 



 

 

Parent Corner 

Teaching “Kindness” starts at home!!!! 

People display kindness in many ways. Children and youth can better understand this trait when 
they have an understanding of what kind actions look like, sound like and feel like. They will then 
be more likely to incorporate the behaviors into their daily lives and especially during the holiday 
season. Additionally, children of parents who acted as “emotional coaches” learned to 
acknowledge and master their emotions better, were more self-confident, and were physically 
healthier. Students scored higher in reading and math, had better social skills, and had lower 
levels of stress. 
 
For the month of November, we focused on learning, understanding band showing “Citizenship”. 
For the month of December and January, we will be focusing on the word, “ Kindness” 
 
Here are some tips and procedures to participate at home with your students to practice the 
skill.  
 
1. Recognize the emotion. Most likely, you already know what behavior your child will display if he 
is denied what he wants. What’s the emotion behind the behavior? Start viewing displays of 
emotion, both positive and negative, as a time ripe for teaching; connecting to and helping your 
children become responsible adults. Don’t forget that the most powerful teaching tool is 
modeling. Children naturally emulate what they see. 
 
2. When your child becomes overwhelmed with emotion, remain calm. Don’t try to reason with 
your child during an emotional outburst. Tell them that once they are calm, you can talk about 
what happened.  
 
3. Listen to what your child has to say and check to make sure you understand by summarizing 
what you heard. 
 
4. Set limits and problem solve. You have talked about the situation and labeled the feelings. 
However that is only half of the equation for building emotionally balanced problem-solvers. 
Always let your child know a line was crossed. Ask your child, “What should you have done 
differently?” or “How can you make this better?” 
 
~ Ms. Stephenson, School Counselor 



 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Our school will be participating in the SchoolStore program this year.  This online program helps our school earn 

cash without students selling door-to-door, collecting money or delivering products.  Over 400 merchants, 

including Sears, Target and WalMart.com, have joined together to offer up to 50% of sales to our school for 

shopping through SchoolStore.com.   

To shop and support our school, simply go to www.schoolstore.com and select our school.   

Participation is key in helping get the word out about our School Store. Soon your child will come home with a 

parent letter requesting you to help them enter email addresses to friends and family.  When you enter just 3 

email addresses you'll receive a prize code your child can return the next day for a prize. Thank you for your 

family’s support of our school. 

Sincerely,  

Mr. Stephen DeCotis, Principal 


